Improving oral hygiene for the seriously ill patient: implementing research-based practice.
A research-based policy and procedure to improve the oral hygiene care of intubated and other seriously ill patients was developed, implemented, and evaluated. The project resulted in (a) improved oral hygiene for patients, (b) standardization and simplification of nursing practice, and (c) a reduction in supply costs. The project has implications for nursing practice and evidence-based practice protocol development.